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source, the newspaper notice require-
ment contained in paragraph (a) of this
section shall be satisfied by publica-
tion in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in each area within which the
water obtained from such source will
initially be used for natural gas devel-
opment.

(f) For applications submitted under
§806.22(f)(14) for a hydrocarbon water
storage facility, the newspaper notice
requirement contained in paragraph (a)
of this section shall be satisfied by pub-
lication in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the area in which the facil-
ity is located.

(g) The project sponsor shall provide
the Commission with a copy of the
United States Postal Service return re-
ceipt for the notifications to agencies
of member States, municipalities and
county planning agencies required
under paragraph (a) of this section. The
project sponsor shall also provide cer-
tification on a form provided by the
Commission that it has published the
newspaper notice(s) required by this
section and made the landowner notifi-
cations as required under paragraph (b)
of this section, if applicable. Until
these items are provided to the Com-
mission, processing of the application
will not proceed. The project sponsor
shall maintain all proofs of notice re-
quired hereunder for the duration of
the approval related to such notices.

[75 FR 60620, Oct. 1, 2010, as amended at 77 FR
8099, Feb. 14, 2012]

§806.16 Completeness of application.

(a) The Commission’s staff shall re-
view the application, and if necessary,
request the project sponsor to provide
any additional information that is
deemed pertinent for proper evaluation
of the project.

(b) An application deemed adminis-
tratively incomplete will be returned
to the project sponsor, who shall have
30 days to cure the administrative defi-
ciencies. An application deemed tech-
nically deficient may be returned to
the project sponsor, who shall have a
period of time prescribed by Commis-
sion staff to cure the technical defi-
ciencies. Failure to cure either admin-
istrative or technical deficiencies with-
in the prescribed time may result in

§806.21

termination of the application process
and forfeiture of any fees submitted.

(c) The project sponsor has a duty to
provide information reasonably nec-
essary for the Commission’s review of
the application. If the project sponsor
fails to respond to the Commission’s
request for additional information, the
Commission may terminate the appli-
cation process, close the file and so no-
tify the project sponsor. The project
sponsor may reapply without prejudice
by submitting a new application and
fee.

Subpart C—Standards for Review
and Approval

§806.20 Purpose of this subpart.

The purpose of this subpart is to set
forth general standards that shall be
used by the Commission to evaluate all
projects subject to review and approval
by the Commission pursuant to §§806.4,
806.5 and 806.6, and to establish special
standards applicable to certain water
withdrawals, consumptive uses and di-
versions. This subpart shall not be con-
strued to limit the Commission’s au-
thority and scope of review. These
standards are authorized under Sec-
tions 3.4(2), 3.4(8), 3.4(9), and 3.10 of the
compact and are based upon, but not
limited to, the goals, objectives, guide-
lines and criteria of the comprehensive
plan.

§806.21 General standards.

(a) A project shall not be detrimental
to the proper conservation, develop-
ment, management, or control of the
water resources of the basin.

(b) The Commission may modify and
approve as modified, or may dis-
approve, a project if it determines that
the project is not in the best interest of
the conservation, development, man-
agement, or control of the basin’s
water resources, or is in conflict with
the comprehensive plan.

(c) Disapprovals—other governmental
jurisdictions. (1) The Commission may
suspend the review of any application
under this part if the project is subject
to the lawful jurisdiction of any mem-
ber jurisdiction or any political sub-
division thereof, and such member ju-
risdiction or political subdivision has
disapproved or denied the project.
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§806.22

Where such disapproval or denial is re-
versed on appeal, the appeal is final,
and the project sponsor provides the
Commission with a certified copy of
the decision, the Commission shall re-
sume its review of the application.
Where, however, an application has
been suspended hereunder for a period
greater than three years, the Commis-
sion may terminate its review. There-
upon, the Commission shall notify the
project sponsor of such termination
and that the application fee paid by the
project sponsor is forfeited. The project
sponsor may reactivate the terminated
docket by reapplying to the Commis-
sion, providing evidence of its receipt
of all necessary governmental approv-
als and, at the discretion of the Com-
mission, submitting new or updated in-
formation.

(2) The Commission may modify, sus-
pend or revoke a previously granted ap-
proval if the project sponsor fails to ob-
tain or maintain the approval of a
member jurisdiction or political sub-
division thereof having lawful jurisdic-
tion over the project.

§806.22 Standards
uses of water.

for consumptive

(a) The project sponsors of all con-
sumptive water uses subject to review
and approval under §806.4, §806.5 or
§806.6 of this part shall comply with
this section.

(b) Mitigation. All project sponsors
whose consumptive use of water is sub-
ject to review and approval under
§806.4, §806.5 or §806.6 of this part shall
mitigate such consumptive use. Except
to the extent that the project involves
the diversion of the waters out of the
basin, public water supplies shall be ex-
empt from the requirements of this
section regarding consumptive use;
provided, however, that nothing in this
section shall be construed to exempt
individual consumptive users con-
nected to any such public water supply
from the requirements of this section.
Mitigation may be provided by one, or
a combination of the following:

(1) During low flow periods as may be
designated by the Commission for con-
sumptive use mitigation.

(i) Reduce withdrawal from the ap-
proved source(s), in an amount equal to
the project’s total consumptive use,
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and withdraw water from alternative
surface water storage or aquifers or
other underground storage chambers or
facilities approved by the Commission,
from which water can be withdrawn for
a period of 90 days without impact to
surface water flows.

(ii) Release water for flow augmenta-
tion, in an amount equal to the
project’s total consumptive use, from
surface water storage or aquifers, or
other underground storage chambers or
facilities approved by the Commission,
from which water can be withdrawn for
a period of 90 days without impact to
surface water flows.

(iii) Discontinue the project’s con-
sumptive use, except that reduction of
project sponsor’s consumptive use to
less than 20,000 gpd during periods of
low flow shall not constitute dis-
continuance.

(2) Use, as a source of consumptive
use water, surface storage that is sub-
ject to maintenance of a conservation
release acceptable to the Commission.
In any case of failure to provide the
specified conservation release, such
project shall provide mitigation in ac-
cordance with paragraph (3), below, for
the calendar year in which such failure
occurs, and the Commission will re-
evaluate the continued acceptability of
the conservation release.

(3) Provide monetary payment to the
Commission, for annual consumptive
use, in an amount and manner pre-
scribed by the Commission.

(4) Implement other alternatives ap-
proved by the Commission.

(c) Determination of manner of mitiga-
tion. The Commission will, in its sole
discretion, determine the acceptable
manner of mitigation to be provided by
project sponsors whose consumptive
use of water is subject to review and
approval. Such a determination will be
made after considering the project’s lo-
cation, source characteristics, antici-
pated amount of consumptive use, pro-
posed method of mitigation and their
effects on the purposes set forth in
§806.2 of this part, and any other perti-
nent factors. The Commission may
modify, as appropriate, the manner of
mitigation, including the magnitude
and timing of any mitigating releases,
required in a project approval.
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